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Afghanistan,Algeria,Angola,Antigua and Barbuda,Argentina,Armenia,

Australia,Austria,Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Bosnia

Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria, Cambodia, Cameroon, Canada, Chad,

Chile, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Côte d'Ivoire, Croatia, Cyprus,

Czech Republic, Denmark, Dominica, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador,

Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, France,

Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala, Honduras, Hungary,

Iceland, India, Indonesia, Ireland, Israel, Italy including the 

Holy See, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Lao People’s

Democratic Republic, Latvia, Lithuania, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia,

Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Nepal,

Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Occupied

Palestinian Territories, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland,

Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation,

Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines,

Saudi Arabia, Serbia and Montenegro, Seychelles, Sierre Leone, Singapore,

Slovenia, Somalia, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Switzerland,

Taiwan,Tajikistan,Thailand,Togo,Trinidad and Tobago,Tunisia,Turkey,

Turkmenistan, Uganda, Ukraine, United Kingdom, United Republic of

Tanzania, Uruguay, U.S.A. and Puerto Rico, Uzbekistan,Venezuela,Viet

Nam,Yemen, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

Countries represented in MIC Events and Programs*

It’s been a busy year at the Minnesota International Center

As Minnesota’s population becomes increasingly diverse and the impact

of world events on our lives intensifies, the challenge to build and sustain

cohesive communities becomes critically important.

Eager to understand the world by engaging its people, Minnesotans attended

Minnesota International Center activities in record numbers in 2002-03,

with a total attendance of 24,000.

We are proud that in the past year MIC events and activities have connected

Minnesotans with people from 120 countries and regions.

* Country and region names as designated by the United Nations Statistics 

Division. Presentations were also made by representatives of the Hmong 

community, Oromo and Taiwan.
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Looking Ahead: MIC’s 50th Anniversary Year

The idea for the Minnesota International Center was

first conceived 50 years ago by a truly visionary group

of individuals from the University of Minnesota faculty

and administration, the Council of Church Women, the

World Affairs Center and the Minneapolis International

House Association.Together they established MIC.

Our founders realized that to succeed, MIC must be 

a community-wide endeavor.Today, this continues to

be the strength of MIC — as a nonpartisan grassroots

organization, we reach out to all segments of the 

community and partner with schools, elected officials,

and corporations from Austin to International Falls.

Over the years and with the help of thousands of

volunteers contributing tens of thousands of hours,

MIC has grown and flourished for 50 years!

This milestone year will be a time to reflect on our

beginnings, to celebrate that bold vision, to recognize

that today MIC’s mission is more important than ever,

and to inspire and prepare a new generation to live in

the global village that will be their world.

About The Minnesota International Center

Established as a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization to

assist international college students, today the Minnesota

International Center’s (MIC) commitment to education

about international issues has grown beyond the campus

to embrace the whole community.

MIC has evolved to become the 6th largest World

Affairs Council in the United States.World Affairs

Councils are a national network of 104 nonprofits

with a shared commitment to connect Americans to

the world, build people-to-people ties, and enhance

international understanding.

MIC is also affiliated with the Foreign Policy Association,

NAFSA:The Association of International Educators and

the National Council for International Visitors for the

U.S. Department of State.

MIC Turns 50!

Mission Statement

To inspire our community to understand global

issues and cultures in an ever changing world.

1

1. (left to right): Charlie Hartwell (incoming MIC board president), Carol Engebretson

Byrne (MIC executive director), Sean Kershaw (Citizens League), Sulieman Nader

(Minnesota International Student Association), Emily Anne Tuttle (former MIC board

president) and Josef Mestenhauser (one of MIC’s founders) at the opening event of

MIC's 50th Anniversary year.
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This year Minnesotans took the world personally as

never before. In communities from the Twin Cities

metropolitan area to International Falls, from Winona

to Brainerd, from Rochester to Moorhead, more than

24,000 adults and children attended the 1,000 activities

sponsored by the Minnesota International Center.

That’s a 50% increase in MIC attendance over 2001–02,

itself a year of unprecedented growth following the

events of September 11, 2001.

Clearly, there’s no ebb in the urgency Minnesotans

have felt to connect with the world and to learn about

its people.

To meet this accelerating demand, we increased program

activities 30% in 2002–03. In classrooms, communities,

workplaces and large public forums, MIC brought

together people from 120 countries and regions, one

on one.

Not surprisingly, MIC’s current resources are stretched

to the limit — with demand continuing to grow.

Yet, even as we struggle to find new resources, we’re

energized to know that so many Minnesotans get up in

the morning determined to understand the world just

a little bit better by the time they go to bed that night.

Their determination is reflected in MIC’s successes,

like the Foreign Policy Association naming our Great

Decisions reading and discussion group a national model

for program quality and expansion.

We’re also very pleased that a new partnering agreement

with Twin Cities Public Television and the Carlson

Companies will extend our program reach through

the broadcast of several of our large public forums

reaching an estimated 40,000 viewers throughout

the state.

In many ways, it has been an exhilarating year at 

MIC. In 2003, we revised our mission statement to

reflect the urgency and impact of our purpose to

reflect the new world in which we live. “To inspire our

community to understand global issues and cultures in an

ever changing world.”

To our members, donors, volunteers and board

members, we express our deepest appreciation for your

commitment and support this past year. In 2003 – 04,

MIC will celebrate our 50th anniversary. Please join us

as we renew our commitment as stewards to build a

stronger community and better world.

K ath e r i ne  Young blood,

President, MIC Board of Directors

Carol  E ng e b ret s on  B y rne ,

Executive Director 

The Power of the Personal
2

2. Katherine Youngblood (outgoing MIC board president), Carol Engebretson 

Byrne (MIC executive director) and Charlie Hartwell (incoming MIC board president).
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Bringing ambassadors and other international and influential people

from around the world to Minnesota’s doorstep, MIC’s popular World

Affairs forums this year presented and cosponsored 50 events on topics as

timely as they were diverse.

The relationship between the U.S. and the U.K.; the future of women 

in the developing world; Central Asia’s position in the war on terrorism;

the Jordanian perspective on peace in the Middle East — these are only 

a few of the topics that brought 11,000 Minnesotans to World Affairs

forums presented and cosponsored in 2002 – 03, doubling last year’s

attendance figure.

Additionally, six of MIC’s forums are now reaching another 40,000 people

through a new partnership agreement with Twin Cities Public Television,

an arrangement made possible through the generosity of Carlson

Companies. (The broadcast audience number goes up to 112,000 with

multiple broadcasts.)

Seeing World Affairs
Through the Eyes of 

International Newsmakers

“ ”
As the traveler who has once been from home is wiser than he who has never left

his own doorstep, so a knowledge of one other culture should sharpen our

ability… to appreciate more lovingly our own.

— M argaret  M ead, Author of Coming of Age in Samoa

Helping Students See the World

MIC offers schools a reduced program fee to encourage 

teachers to bring their students to our World Affairs forums.

1 



1. Thoraya Obaid, executive director of the United Nations Population Fund, 

addresses the subject of the importance of women in the developing world. 2. MIC

members John Morrison and Todd Lefko swap stories at an MIC luncheon program. 

3. Carol Engebretson Byrne, Sir Christopher Meyer, Marilyn Carlson Nelson and

Consul General Robert Culshaw at the MIC program “The Vital Alliance Between

Britain and the U.S.” 4. On behalf of MIC and the Minnesota Trade Office, Governor

Jesse Ventura gives an update on the business development mission he led to China.

5. Ambassador Thomas Pickering, U.S. Representative Betty McCollum and Former

Vice President Walter Mondale enjoy a joke at an MIC reception before the program

“China, Russia and the U.S.” 6. Audience members at Thoraya Obaid’s presentation.

7. Audience members enjoying Governor Ventura’s presentation on his business

development mission to China. 8. Baroness Williams meets with Saint Paul Academy

students at an MIC program “The World after September 11, 2001.”

5
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We’re immensely pleased that the New York-based nonpartisan 

Foreign Policy Association (FPA), originator of Great Decisions * reading

and discussion groups around the country, now considers MIC’s Great

Decisions * a national model — for both program quality and expansion.

All of you who participate in Great Decisions * groups should be so proud

of what you’ve done!

In April, the FPA invited MIC Executive Director Carol Engebretson Byrne

to New York City to talk about MIC’s Great Decisions * program and

asked her to join a task force to assist programs in other states.

Members of Great Decisions * groups read eight articles on eight foreign

policy topics and then meet to discuss the topics. Often they’ll invite a

local expert from MIC’s directory of speakers to attend a meeting.This

year Minnesotans in communities throughout the state organized 32

such discussion groups and held 392 meetings in private homes, work-

places, high schools and college campuses.The total attendance for the

year was an impressive 9,013 and included a student attendance of 3,825.

Great Decisions * groups are active in Minneapolis, St. Paul, Arden Hills,

Bloomington, Brainerd, Duluth, Eagan, Edina, Maple Grove, North St. Paul,

Plymouth, Rochester, Roseville, St. Cloud,West St. Paul, and Winona.

Many more groups are organizing for 2003 – 2004.

Minnesota’s International Voices: 

Adapting its successful classroom program for adult participation, MIC this

year organized World Chat as a pilot program. In small group settings —

conducive to asking questions — local and international resources are

invited to share their cultural heritage and international experience with

other community members. In its first year, 428 people attended 21 World

Chat sessions with presenters from countries that included Bangladesh,

Bosnia, China, Japan, Pakistan,Trinidad and Tobago.

Great Decisions *

Made at the Grassroots Level

1

* Great Decisions is sponsored nationally by the Foreign Policy

Association and coordinated in Minnesota by MIC.This program is also

made possible in part with funding from the Minnesota Humanities

Commission in cooperation with the National Endowment for the

Humanities and the Minnesota State Legislature.
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”
“The Minnesota International Center (MIC) is one of America’s crown jewels in 

the field of public education in international affairs. MIC has mounted outstanding

programs, including one of the most successful Great Decisions * programs in the country.

As the Foreign Policy Association prepares to mark the 50th anniversary of the

Great Decisions * program,we owe a special debt of gratitude to MIC for its dedication

to an ideal we hold dear. It is the ideal of inspiring learning about the world. It has

been said that a good teacher explains — the truly great teacher inspires. MIC, like

the Foreign Policy Association, strives to inspire a life-long interest in world affairs.

— N oe l  V. L ate e f , President & CEO, Foreign Policy Association

Each time I get involved with an MIC program, it makes me wish that I could

attend every function and talk to every visitor.Thanks again for working to bring the

world into focus and in person through MIC. — Al Bertke, MIC member

1 & 2. Taslima Khaled speaking about the relationship of Islam and Women at

one of MIC’s World Chats. 3. Great Decisions* participants discuss the evening’s

topic 4. MIC board member, Rob Scarlett, giving a Great Decisions* presentation

on Colombia. 5. An MIC World Chat audience.

Make a Great Decision

Interested in starting or joining a Great Decisions *

discussion group? Please call us at 612.625.4421.

2

4

3

5
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In 2002–03, MIC’s International Visiting Professionals program arranged

for more than 288 visitors from 97 countries and regions to meet with

their professional peers in Minnesota: from pipeline experts from Azerbaijan,

Georgia and Turkey; to election media specialists from Armenia, Belarus

and China; to prison management specialists from Ukraine. Many of

these international professionals, whose visits are sponsored by the U.S.

State Department, are leaders in their home countries.

Minnesota now ranks seventh in the nation in international agricultural

trade.With even small businesses becoming increasingly international, the

need grows to establish a multicultural, multilingual perspective.

In addition to setting up professional interactions for international visitors,

MIC also tries to provide them with cultural and social experiences that

often include dinners in private homes.

When feasible, international visiting professionals from the education field

are invited to Minnesota’s classrooms to observe, present and discuss theories

and best practices. In the 2002-03 school year, educators from China,

Côte d’Ivoire, Israel, Kenya and the United Kingdom made 20 presentations

to their education colleagues in Minnesota.

Learning to Work Together
Working to Learn Together

1. International pipeline safety experts from Turkey, Georgia and Azerbaijan meet

with officials from the Minnesota Department of Public Safety (Office of Pipeline

Safety). 2. Marisol Moreno (Chile), Maria Luisa Restrepo (Colombia) and Adina

Giurgiu (Romania) make a new friend while visiting the Staples International Festival.

3. Silvia Ontaneda and Bernardo Creamer (right rear) and their children Rafaela and

Bernardito from Ecuador enjoy home hospitality in Staples with their host Roland

Joiner (left rear.) 4. Thandi Orleyn, International Visitor from South Africa 19891 
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“
Dinner Hospitality: Breaking Bread — Making Friends

MIC offers members the opportunity to invite international visitors and

students into their homes to share a meal and conversation. In 2002 – 2003,

122 dinners were arranged for 290 international guests from 60 countries.

The Personal Face of Dinner Hosting:

Thandi Orelyn is a great example of a future leader selected to visit the

United States to gain a better understanding of this country and to help

realize her potential for leadership in South Africa.When Thandi was here

in 1986, she was an attorney developing legal services for the poor in

South Africa; now she is one of two black partners in a prestigious law

firm specializing in constitutional law, human rights, labor relations,

mediation and conflict resolution. For her hosts,Warren and Mary Lou

Loud, and hundreds of other MIC members, contact with people like

Thandi increases our understanding of other countries and sometimes,

as in this case, produces lasting friendships.

”
As Minnesota companies become more closely linked to the global economy, the

resources and programs of the Minnesota International Center become increasingly

useful. MIC provides a forum to share ideas on international issues, strengthening

awareness of other people and cultures in our workplaces, in our schools, and in our

communities. Medtronic is proud to be a sponsor of the Minnesota International

Center — A rt  C ol l i n s , President and CEO, Medtronic

Thanks a lot for a wonderful holiday dinner with terrific people. I have learned 

about the history of Easter and talked about Central Asia. Such meetings help 

people from different cultures to understand each other better and make them closer.

— I l h om  M i l i yev, Humphrey Fellow (Uzbekistan)

2 

3 

4 
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Responding to the growing diversity in Minnesota’s population, as well

as to world events, Minnesota teachers are contacting our International

Classroom Connection (ICC) program in record numbers to have inter-

national students visit classrooms. Since fall 2001, requests jumped 46%.

With legal immigration adding more than 7,700 people from around the

world to Minnesota’s population each year, teachers feel challenged to create

effective curriculum for an increasingly multicultural and multilingual

classroom environment.

In 2002-03, MIC arranged for 71 volunteer speakers from 42 countries

to make 438 presentations to more than 11,500 students in K-12 

classrooms.Additionally, MIC conducted 19 workshops on the effective

use of multicultural resources in the classroom. Over 600 K-12 educators

attended these sessions.

MIC carefully selects and trains student presenters, mostly international

graduate students at the University of Minnesota. Invariably, they return

from classroom visits knowing more about their host country and warmed

by the experience of helping young Minnesotans realize that every part

of the world is “home” to somebody.

A team of Minnesota high schools students participated in the national

Academic WorldQuest, the first national competition for high schools

sponsored by the World Affairs Councils of America, in which 14 teams

from across the country competed.The Highland Park Senior High School

team from St. Paul, sponsored by the Minnesota International Center

finished in second place!!

Leaders of Tomorrow
Sit In Classrooms Today

1. Rosalba Morena (Panama) visits a classroom at Garden City Elementary School. 

2. Zhihui Geng (China) gives a short history lesson on China at Discovery Middle School,

Alexandria. 3. Maria Luisa Restrepo (Colombia) speaks to students at Little Falls High School.

3

1

2



”“I never realized that I could get more happiness by giving

part of myself for a larger cause. My experiences with the

escorts, the teachers, the host families and the students are

special pearls shimmering on the necklace of life …moments

which make up some of my fondest memories of Minnesota.

— A m i t, ICC classroom speaker from India

I thought you’d like to know the tremendous impact

Thompson Ivory (Humphrey Fellow and ICC Speaker

from Nigeria) made with his visit to my World Literature

Class. Everyone in the building is talking about how

impressive he was. My principal commented upon the

“buzz” that’s been generated. Mr. Ivory dazzled students

and faculty.Thank you MIC for making such a wonderful

experience possible! 

— Jan Engelhardt, Orono High School teacher

4. Usama Ahmed (Egypt) enjoys lunch with students at Westwood Elementary

School in Prior Lake. 5. Abhijit Dando (India) shares facts about his homeland with

students at Discovery Middle School, Alexandria. 6. Paul Amla (Togo) interacts with

students at Garden City Elementary School. 7. Rachid Sadouk (Morocco) shares his

culture with students at Discovery Middle School, Alexandria. 8. These students

from Discovery Middle School tried on headgear from around the globe: (left to

right) North African, Islamic and Turkish hats.

Thank You

Your individual, foundation and corporate

support made it possible for international 

students to visit classrooms in the Twin Cities

metro area, Alexandria, Brainerd, Chisago

City, Fairmont, Faribault, Hutchinson,

International Falls, Little Falls, Moorhead,

Motley/Staples and Stillwater.

4

5

6

7

8
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MIC’s exuberant, yearlong focus on China gave Minnesotans a look

inside the culture, politics and economics of a nation that is not only

endlessly fascinating but the fourth largest trading partner for both the

U.S. and Minnesota.

In April, our annual one-day symposium,“China and the United 

States: An Evolving Relationship,” was held at Cargill Headquarters.

Discussion centered on key business and cultural challenges that U.S.

and Chinese companies face in developing and maintaining mutually

beneficial relationships.

Earlier in the year, MIC cosponsored with the Minnesota Trade Office a

China Trade Mission briefing and panel discussion on the trade mission

Governor Jesse Ventura led to China. Career Ambassador Thomas Pickering

also brought a diplomat’s perspective to relations with China as part of

his address in the MIC Ambassador Series.

Focus On China

1. The presenters at MIC’s symposium on China. (left to right, front row): Daniel

Luthringshauser (MIC board member), Arthur Collins (Medtronic), Warren Staley (Cargill),

Shirley Young (Shirley Young Associates), Consul General Xu Jinzhong, U.S. Senator Norm

Coleman, Carol Engebretson Byrne (MIC executive director), Stephen Sanger (General

Mills), and George Martin (Faegre and Benson.) (left to right, back row): Gao Xiqing

(China’s National Council for Social Security Fund), James MacGregor (Vermilion

Ventures), Dai Yun Lou (Council for Commercial Affairs for the Embassy of China), Harry

Harding (George Washington University), Former Vice President Walter Mondale, U.S.

Representative Betty McCollum, Carl Goldstein (MIC board member) 2. MIC benefit com-

mittee chairs, Melissa Camarena and Brian Chang, admire the Year of China poster that

was for sale at the benefit. 3. MIC Executive Director Carol Byrne with Honorary Year of

China Co-Chairs Gene and Gail Sit at the MIC benefit. 4. High school students attending

the MIC China symposium. 5. Colorful kites decorated the MIC Year of China benefit. 

1 

2

3

4

5 
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Other events included a public lecture by Bill Moyers, featuring the PBS

documentary “Becoming American:The China Experience,” cosponsored

with the Minnesota Historical Society; insightful World Chat and Great

Decisions sessions on China; and a performance of the Chinese American

Association of Minnesota (CAAM) Dance Theater, cosponsored with the

China Center.

For its classroom programs, MIC packed up a big, red suitcase loaded with

Chinese artifacts, books and posters.Younger students made Armchair

Traveler Passports to keep track of everything they learned about China.

Older students “planned a trip” using detailed maps and guidebooks.

In June, MIC celebrated the splendor of Chinese culture at its primary

fundraising event of the year, an evening of Chinese music, dancing and

cuisine at the Nicollet Island Pavilion.The evening included a silent auction

of items generously donated by friends and sponsors of MIC.We depend

on the event for about 20% of MIC’s annual budget, and we’re so grateful

to all of you who gave unstintingly of your time and energy to make it

successful. Our special thanks to Melissa Camarena and Brian Chang, co-

chairs for the benefit, and also to Eugene and Gail Sit, honorary co-chairs.

”“The Minnesota International Center’s (MIC) Year of China

program was a great success thanks to the commitment of all 

parties concerned, particularly the MIC staff, and the active 

participation of the local people who have a strong interest in

China.The diversified program served as a good platform for the

increase of mutual understanding and promotion of cooperation

between China and the State of Minnesota. I truly believe that we

will witness and enjoy the benefits of the program in the years 

to come. —  X u  J i n z h ong, Chinese Consul General

6. Benefit attendees (left to right) Ming Yao (China Council for the Promotion of

International Trade), Yang Song (Director of the Cultural Office, Consulate General of China,

Chicago) and Dr. Hong Yang (MIC board member) enjoy Chinese beer at the MIC benefit.

7. Local Minnesota CEOs, Warren Staley, Stephen Sanger and Art Collins, with George

Martin at the podium, discuss U.S.-China business partnerships at the China symposium.

8. China symposium audience members, (left to right) Weiming Lu, Leeann Chin, and 

Dr. Hong Yang enjoy the Ambassadorial perspective. 9. Katherine Youngblood, MIC board

president, and Consul General Xu Jinzhong at the China symposium. 10. Exotically-

dressed Year of China benefit committee members (left to right) Susan Kinder, Mary Jane

Carlson, Susan Plimpton and Shawne Buckley Thiry. 11. China in a Suitcase

6

7

8

9

10

11
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MIC
’s

Yea
r In

 Re
view At MIC, our mission is to inspire

our community to understand

global issues and cultures in an ever

changing world.We also consider it

our privilege.

Our Year in Review pages reflect

the wide range of activities and

events MIC has sponsored in 

2002– 03 — and the commitment

of more than 1,000 volunteers who

have contributed nearly 14,800

hours to make it possible for MIC

to connect Minnesotans of all ages

with the world beyond our 

geographic and cultural borders.

Some of MIC’s Events & Programs in 2002—2003

MIC Ambassador Series
• The Vital Alliance between Britain and

the U.S.; British Ambassador to the U.S.

• Crisis and Peace in the Middle East;

Jordanian Ambassador to the U.S.

• U.S.–Argentina Relations: Weathering

the Financial Storm; Deputy Chief of

Mission of the Argentine Embassy to the

United States

• The War on Terrorism; U.S. Ambassador 

to Azerbaijan

• China, Russia and the U.S.; U.S. Career

Ambassador and Senior Vice President of

The Boeing Company

Selected Forums presented by MIC
• The World After September 11; Party

Leader, U.K. House of Lords

• The Importance of Women in the

Developing World; Executive Director of

the United Nations Population Fund

• African Art: A Force for Change in African

Societies; former Education Director,

Smithsonian National Museum of African Art

• Is There a Future in Foreign Assistance?; 

former Director U.S. Agency for International

Development

• Unholy War: Terror in the Name of Islam;

Director of the Center for Muslim-Christian

Understanding, Georgetown University

• Counter Terrorism in the Post 9-11 

Era: Implications for Public Policy and

Corporate Strategy; former FBI terrorism

and counter-intelligence specialist

MIC Small Group Discussions 
• Current Issues in Pakistan; Civil Service

Deputy Commissioner

• Nigeria Today; solicitor of the Nigerian

Supreme Court

• Women’s Rights; U.S. representative to the

U.N. Commission on the Status of Women

• Humanitarian Issues in Afghanistan;

General Counsel of the American Refugee

Committee

• Islam and Women; founding member of

Muslim Community Outreach

• U.S.–Saudi Relations; private consultant

on national security

1

2



MIC Cosponsored Programs
MIC collaborated with many other internationally

focused organizations within the community to

increase people’s access to the array of inter-

national resources, programs and perspectives

available right here in Minnesota. Listed below

is a selection from the 33 events cosponsored

by MIC in 2002-03:

• Finding Common Ground — Solutions for the

Middle East; Macalaster College

• Peace on Earth Concert; World Voice Chorale

of the Twin Cities

• Annual Nobel Peace Prize Forum and Peace

Prize Festival

• Who are Minnesota’s Recent Immigrants;

Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration

Services

• The Good Friday Agreement; Irish American

Unity Conference

WITH THE MINNESOTA TRADE OFFICE:

• Report on the Governor’s Trade Mission 

to China

• Doing Business in Japan

• Managing Finance and Credit Risk in 

Latin America

• Environmental Opportunities in Central and

Eastern Europe

WITH THE MEDIA:

• Citizen Conversations on Terrorism; Star

Tribune and Twin Cities Public Television

• Global Health: Why Should Minnesotans

Care? Twin Cities Public Television, 

the Mayo Clinic, and By the People

• What’s News? — Observations of 9

International Journalists; World 

Press Institute

• Gender and the Media; Asian College of

Journalism in Chennai/Madras, India

Great Decisions Discussion Topics 
• Unilateralism vs. Multilateralism

• Afghanistan

• U.S. and Saudi Arabia

• Nigeria

• International Food Policy

• China

• European Integration

• Women and Human Rights

MIC International Visiting Professionals
• U.S. Foreign Policy (Cameroon, Croatia,

South Africa, Thailand, Yemen, Denmark,

Germany, Slovenia, United Kingdom)

• Political Education and Process (Italy,

Spain, Bulgaria, Australia, Indonesia, Uruguay,

Belarus, Armenia, United Kingdom, China)

• Government and Public Affairs (Colombia,

Tunisia, Romania, Poland, Bulgaria, South

Africa, Japan, Fiji, Israel, India, Finland) 

• Judicial Affairs and Public Safety

(China, France, Croatia, Thailand, South

Africa, Yemen, Panama, Romania, Ukraine,

Turkmenistan, Czech Republic, Canada,

Hungary, Mauritius, Pakistan, Taiwan, United

Republic of Tanzania, Republic of Moldova)

• Drug Treatment and Prevention Strategies

(Brazil, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, Russia,

Caribbean countries, Côte d’Ivoire, Lao

People’s Democratic Republic, Argentina,

New Zealand, Croatia, Former Yugoslav

Republic of Macedonia, Tajikistan, Panama,

Egypt, South Africa, Sierre Leone, Bulgaria)

• NGOs and Nonprofit Management

(Japan, African Countries, Madagascar,

India, Turkey, Uzbekistan)

• Education and University Administration

(Austria, Canada, Uzbekistan, Chile, Ecuador,

Republic of Korea, Russian Federation,

Algeria, Malawi, Mauritius, South Africa, 

Sri Lanka)

• Human Rights and Social Services (Egypt,

India, Israel, Romania, Italy, Japan,

Indonesia, Russian Federation, Uzbekistan,

Poland, Brazil, Republic of Korea, Ukraine,

Panama, The Holy See, United Kingdom)

• Biotech and Food Safety (France, Japan)

• Environmental and Agricultural Issues

(China, Turkey, India, France, Nepal,

Azerbaijan, Georgia, Republic of Korea)

• Print Journalism (South Africa, Tunisia,

Angola, Uganda, Zambia, Kenya,

Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Yemen, Jordan,

Spain, Germany, Pakistan, Nepal, Burma,

India, Cambodia, Hungary, Lithuania,

Bulgaria, Trinidad and Tobago)

• Media and Communication (Romania,

Japan, Armenia, Bulgaria, Cambodia,

Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Poland, Viet Nam,

Belarus, Ecuador, Uganda)

• Global Economy and Business (Japan,

Colombia, Latvia, Israel, Nepal, Argentina,

Costa Rica, Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru,

Honduras, Mexico, Venezuela, China)

• Religion (Tajikistan)

• Arts (Uzbekistan, Belarus, Hungary, Jordan)

• Medicine and Health Services (China,

Japan, Serbia, Chile)

• Cultural Diversity and Immigration

(Spain, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Iceland,

Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, United 

Kingdom, China)

1. Twin Cities International Citizen Award recipients: (left to right) Fred Harris, vice president of Diversity Programs,

representing the corporate recipient 3M; Robin Phillips, director of Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights;

Esperanza Guerrero-Anderson, president, Milestone Growth, Inc.; Carol Engebretson Byrne, executive director,

Minnesota International Center; Rev. Dr. Arthur A. Rounder, Jr., director, the Pilgrim Center for Reconciliation; 

and Jawad Towns, youth recipient, St. Paul. 2. The distinguished Ambassador panel at the MIC Year of China 

symposium. (left to right): Ambassador James Sasser, Former Vice President and Ambassador Walter Mondale 

and Ambassador Burton Levin. 3. This student is wearing an embroidered robe and hat typical of men’s clothing

in North Africa.
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Statement of Financial Activities
July 1, 2002 — June 30, 2003

Unrestricted Support and Revenue

Membership and Individual Contributions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $299,731

Corporate and Foundation Contributions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 298,255

State Grants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50,000

Federal Grants. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49,030

In-Kind Contributions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81,949

Building New Bridges Grants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84,000

Program Income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50,391

Investment Income and Other Revenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14,257

Unrealized Gains on Long-term Investment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (2,843)

Total Unrestricted Support and Revenue. . . . . . . . . . . $924,770

Expense

Community Program. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $138,525 

International Classroom Connection Program . . . . . . . . . . . . . 199,726 

Professional Exchange Program . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120,483 

World Affairs Program. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 215,253 

Development/Fundraising. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135,288 

General Operating (administration, equipment, supplies) . . . . 103,867 

Total Operating Expense . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $913,142 

Support and Revenue over Operating Expense . . . . . . . $11,628

Technology Project Expense ** . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9,620

Support and Revenue over Total Expense . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,008

** With Board approval, MIC began a project to build capacity by significantly

improving information systems using part of the $95,158 surplus from 1999 —

2000. These are ongoing expenses for that project.

Statement of Financial Position 
Fiscal Year End – June 30, 2003

Assets

Cash/Cash Equivalents. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $266,955

Board Designated Reserve . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 174,259

Equipment (net) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38,277

Pledges/Accounts Receivable . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 257,127

Prepaid Assets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,028

Endowment Investment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 183,687 

BNB Opportunities Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 474,654 

Total Assets. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,399,987

Liabilities & Net Assets

Current Liabilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $43,593

Unrestricted Net Assets:

Operating . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 158,931

Board Designated Reserve . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 174,259

Temporarily Restricted Net Assets. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 839,517

Permanently Restricted Net Assets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 183,687

Total Liabilities and Net Assets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,399,987

These statements prepared from statements audited by EideBailly LLP as of 6/30/03.

Financial Statements
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$ 5 0 , 0 0 0  A N D  A B O V E

Remaining Balance from Advantage Minnesota, Inc.

Carlson Companies & Curtis L. Carlson Family

Foundation *

State of Minnesota 

$ 3 0 , 0 0 0  –  $ 4 9 , 9 9 9

Medtronic, Inc.

National Council for International Visitors

$ 2 0 , 0 0 0  –  $ 2 9 , 9 9 9

3M

Cargill, Inc. *

Sit Investment Associates, Inc. *

Wells Fargo HSBC Trade Bank *

$ 10 , 0 0 0  –  $ 19 , 9 9 9

Education Minnesota Foundation

Faegre & Benson LLP

General Mills, Inc.

The St. Paul Companies, Inc. Foundation

$ 5 , 0 0 0  –  $ 9 , 9 9 9

ADC Telecommunications

Athwin Foundation

Bemis Company, Inc.

Best Buy Co., Inc.

Colwell Industries, Inc. *

Dorsey & Whitney LLP *

Ecolab Inc.

Key Investment, Inc.

Lakeland Group Foundation

Northwest Airlines, Inc. *

Shangri-La Hotels & Resorts *

St. Jude Medical, Inc.

UPS

$ 2 , 5 0 0  –  $ 4 , 9 9 9

Anderberg-Lund Printing Company *

David Winton Bell Foundation

Department 56, Inc. *

Dwight D. Opperman Foundation

E.A. Sween Company

Minnesota Humanities Commission

Pacific Delight Tours *

United Nations Foundation

Wanner Engineering

$ 1, 0 0 0  –  $ 2 , 4 9 9

Bayport Foundation

Delta Dental Plan of Minnesota 

Executive Health Care *

Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.

J. B. Hudson Jewelers *

Minnesota Trade Office *

Jostens Inc.

Plantation Beach Villas Limited *

Sunbelt Business Brokers *

The U.S.Trust Company

Three Pagodas *

U.S. Bank

Veberod Gem Gallery *

Wales Trade International *

$ 5 0 0  –  $ 9 9 9

Bluefin Bay on Lake Superior *

Community Research Associates, Inc.

Consulate General of China, Chicago Office *

Diamonds Direct *

FGI

Freewheel Bikes *

Gray Plant Mooty

Haberman & Associates

Holiday Fair Boat Charters *

Lafayette Club *

Lakeside Wine and Spirits *

LatinoCreative.com

Lawson Software

Library Foundation of Hennepin County *

Marshall Fields – Select Personal Shopping *

Midwest of Cannon Falls

Minnesota Vikings Football Club *

Ravello Restaurant *

Robert Sidenberg Interior Designs *

Sweet & Saucy *

Tiburon Bistro *

Travel Beyond *

University of MN China Center *

Vincent A Restaurant *

World Class Wines *

yourexpedition

Contributors
Corporate, Foundation and Government Contributors as of June 30, 2003

* Denotes part or all of gift was in-kind
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$ 5 , 0 0 0  A N D A B O V E

Sheila & Michael Bonsignore
Phyllis & Thomas Colwell *

Ruth & Bruce Dayton
Wendy & Douglas Dayton
Margene & David Fox
George Family Foundation as 

directed by Penny & Bill George
Ingrid Lenz Harrison & Alfred Harrison
Robin & Charles Hartwell *

Lucy & John Hartwell
Pingzhe Han *

Patricia Dorn Jaffray & Benjamin Jaffray *

Betty & Whitney MacMillan
Polly & Robert McCrea *

Brenda Radichel Quaye & 
Nii Ayite Quaye

Winston R. & Maxine H.Wallin Fund 
of The Minneapolis Foundation

$ 2 , 5 0 0  —  4 , 9 9 9

Carole & Douglas Baker, Sr. *

Charles Denny, Jr.
Ingrid & Richard Hoyt
Pierre Loo *

Carol & Daniel Luthringshauser *

Roberta Mann Foundation
Beverly Markis & Jim Palmquist *

$ 1, 0 0 0  —  $ 2 , 4 9 9

Allyson and Todd Aldrich
Lucille & Robert Amis
Elizabeth & Joseph Anderlik
Julie & Douglas Baker, Jr. Family Fund 

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Audrey & David Beal *

Bill Bergstrom *

Gretchen & Jeffrey Brown
Melissa & Uri Camarena *

Joan & Gary Capen
Rene & Brian Chang *

Anne & Arthur Collins
Mrs.Wallace C. Dayton
David Dewey *

Jane & James Emison
Rebecca & Benjamin Field III
Esperanza Guerrero-Anderson & 

Larry Anderson
Frederick & Sarah Haberman
M.T. Higgott *

Suzanne & William Joyce *

Susan Kinder & David Vealitzek *

Mary & James Lawrence
Joann & Donald Leavenworth
Laura Merriam & Peter Armstrong
Sally & George Pillsbury
Susan & David Plimpton *

Terry Saario & Leland Lynch *

Marnita Schroedl & Carl Goldstein *

Debra Ann Sit
Harriet & Edson Spencer Fund 

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Mary Lynn & Warren Staley
Shawne & Alain Thiry *

Katrina & Christopher Thomson *

Emily Anne & Gedney Tuttle
Zantha LaFon Warth & Thomas Warth
Ruth & David Waterbury
Wheelock Whitney
Katherine & Larry Youngblood

$ 5 0 0  —  $ 9 9 9

Connie & C. Eugene Allen *

Ikuko & John Babcock *

Kristy & John Buck
Laura Crosby Enebo & Daniel Enebo
Katy Gaynor *

Joan Anderson Growe & 
Thomas Moore, Jr.

Catherine & Thomas Gump
Arlene & Donald Helgeson
Ann & James Howard
Sarah & Steven Kumagai,

Kumagai Family Fund of  
The Minneapolis Foundation *

Arati & Vishnu Lall *

Mary & John Leavitt
Juliet Lee *

Jan & Peter Lee
Sallie & Peter Lilienthal *

Helen E. & Daniel T. Lindsay,
Lindsay Family Fund of  
The Minneapolis Foundation

Mary Lou & Warren Loud
Caroline & Weiming Lu
Joan & Thomas Mears
Sara & Bruce Monick *

Forrest Moore
Sonja & Mel Nefstead *

Susan Okie

Julie Nelson & Dwight Opperman
Elizabeth & David Patten
William & Lee Strang Fund of 

The Minneapolis Foundation
Jeanne & Thomas Sween
Luann & Andrew Wyatt
Mahmood Zaidi

$ 2 5 0  —  $ 4 9 9

Cynthia & Christopher Armacost
Hyder Aziz *

Karen & Edward Baker
Liliane & F. Guillaume Bastiaens
Peter Beck *

Michelle Bendell *

Ruth Ann & James Benson
Jane Robertson Blanch
Laurie Ann Boche
Ellen & Karl Breyer
Carol Engebretson Byrne & James Byrne
Mary Jane & Robert Carlson
Josephine Benz Carpenter & 

Thomas Carpenter
Joanne & Benton Case, Jr.
Leann Chin
Kathryn & John Colwell, Jr.
Dianne and Peter Cook
Karen Cooley-Kistler & Stephan Kistler *

Vicki & David Cox
Kitty & David Crosby
Elaine & Robert Culshaw *

Sherry Ann & Edward Dayton
Susan Engebretson & Scott Carlson *

Kay & Gerald Erickson
Bonita & Scott Fisher
Melanie & Andre Gillet
Barbara Gislason
Florence & Pierson Grieve
Katherine & David Griffith
Helen & Norman Groth
John Hasselberg
Jean & John Hedberg
Joan Higinbotham
Brian Hill
Adeline & Ralph Hofstad
Gertrude Hognander
Lucretia & Franklin Jesse
Geri & Burton Joseph
Sylvia & Samuel Kaplan
Byong Moon Kim & Kyung Hyang Park

Individual Contributors to MIC as of June 30, 2003
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Jolie & Steven Klapmeier
Margaret & Gaylen Knack
Dorothy C. & Morris Levy, Jr.
Sharon Lim & Lance Wallin
Jie Ma and Hong Yang *

Svjetlana Madzar & Miki Hondzo *

Anne McLaughlin & William Drake
Pege Miller *

Jean Mongeau
David & Katherine Moore Family Fund

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Julianne & Donald Morath
Joann & James Nordlie
Kathleen Hawkins Oscarson & 

Kelvin Oscarson
Katie & Raymond Pearson
Krisanne Pederson *

Tanya Martin Pekel & Kent Pekel
Mark Petty *

Katharine & John Pillsbury, Jr.
Janet Pollish & Douglas Forsberg
Judy and Robert Prentiss, Jr.
Patricia & Kenneth Puffer
Merilyn & Richard Rajcic
Elin & Timothy Raymond
Gaye & David Reynolds-Gooch
Jeannette Rupert *

Kathleen Schumacher *

Katie & Kenneth Searl
Marilyn & Wallace Small
Sandra Stone & Lee Khoury *

Marcia & John Stout
Mary MacPhail Taylor & John Taylor
Kaimay Yuen Terry & Joseph Terry
Lia Theologides
Carol & Ronald Vantine
Kathleen Ann & William Wanner, Jr.
Karin & David Wendt
Muriel & Mark Wexler
Helen & J. Kimball Whitney
Mary Jane & Thomas Young

$ 12 0  —  $ 2 4 9

Grant Abbott
Carol Sue Allin
Ruth & Ted Arneson
Mary & Otto Bang, Jr.
Tara Barenok
Carol Barnett
Jane & Walter Barry
Amy & Ford Bell
Janet Pecek Berry & David Berry
Rhonda & Brent Bidjou
Joseph Birmingham
Gail & Richard Bohr
Virginia & Vernon Born

Susan & Reginald Boyle
Leanne Jackson Butala & Vasant Butala
Colleen Carey & Pamela Endean
Paula & Bradley Carlson
Joan Carvalho
Rusty & Burton Cohen
Laura & John Crosby
Ellie & Thomas Crosby, Jr.
Janice & Gregory Dames
Deborah Denz
Dee Gaeddert Dorsey & James Dorsey
Mary & William Duddleston
Christine & Paul Duncan
Jean Ann Durades
Megan & Tom Durkin
Brenda Ellingboe
Jody & Michael Erickson
Marion Etzwiler & John Shepherd
Dina Fesler & Bradley Leonard
Ruth Fitzmaurice
Carroll & Robert Flaten
Judy & Theodore Furber
Janet & John Gendler
Jill Hartwell Geoffrion & 

Timothy Geoffrion
Marty & Dan Gilbert
Janice Grandy
Jeanne & William Grandy
Joan Halgren
Helen & William Hartfiel
Elizabeth & Van Zandt Hawn
Anne & Peter Heegaard
Susan & William Hodgson
Lea Hogan
Sally & John Hovanec, Jr.
Meredith & Richard Howell
Hoyt Hsiao
Juliana & Stephan Huh
Judith Brin Ingber & Jerome Ingber
Betty & Robert Johnson
Pamela Jones & Kirt Woodhouse
Mark Kennedy
Zehra Avsar Keye & Noyan Tanberk
Elena Khazatsky *

Sarah & William Kling
Alan Koehler
Siri Kommedahl
Mary Maus Kosir
Jean & Charles Krogness
L. Bruce Laingen *

LaJune & Thomas Lange
Irina & Todd Lefko
Katherine & Conrad Leifur
Edward Lord
Sherry Lund & Charles Lounsbury
Barbara & Wilson Lundsgaard

Robert MacGregor
Kathy & George Martin
Clarice Chris Matteson
Polly McCormack & Keith Engel
Marsha McDonald & Amos Rosenbloom
Joyce & Richard McFarland
Judith and William McGrann
Mark McNeil
Joan & Walter Mondale *

Nicole Moore
Yvonne Moore
Sheila & John Morgan
John Nessen
Elinor & William Ogden, Jr.
Mary & John Pagnucco
Julia Morrison Palmer *

Frances & Burton Paulu
Jennifer Peterson
Patricia & Cliff Phibbs
Steven Pickrel
Eloise & Carl Pohlad *

Roger Prestwich
Marian & Philip Raup
Barbara Rawley & Daniel Nordby
Janice & John Reichert
Nancy & Scott Rogneby
Brynhild Rowberg
James Rustad
R.T. Rybak *

Phyllis A. Saltzman
M. Christine & Michael Scanlan
Maria Ignez & G. Edward Schuh
Radonna & James Schwarz
Gail & Hank See
Lucy Wade Shepard & Stanley Shepard
Anne Larsen Simonson
Bonnie Skelton
Ingeborg & Ivar Sorensen
Mary Ann & William Spychalla
Theresa Kintner Stein & Jon Stein
Candace & James Storm
Kay Thomas
Keiko & David Thurston
Christa Tiefenbacher-Hudson
Werner Tismer
Mary Vaughan
Carmen Velarde
John Vreyens
Alice & Frederick Wall
Lou & Jim Welter
Christy & Peter Weum
Betsy & David Weyerhaeuser
Susan Cornell Wilkes & 

Jim Klobuchar
Ellen & Stanley Wolfson
Margie & Milton Woodhouse *

* Denotes part or all of gift was in-kind
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1, 2 & 3. Some thank you notes from students to ICC speakers.

Some Final Words
”“This is the first time that we had ever joined an American 

family dinner.The experience was precious and unforgettable. I

think this is a good opportunity for our international students

to get an idea of American family life and American customs,

which can help us enhance our cross-cultural awareness…

—  We i qun  S u, International student

”“Last night’s dinner with the Armenian international visitors

was terrific.When I pointed out the Mississippi River ... one

of our guests asked whether he could take a picture of the river.

He explained that The Adventures of Tom Sawyer had

been one of his favorite books as a boy ....

— J im Dor sey ,MIC board member and dinner host

“ ”
I would like to say thank you for the incredible symposium today.

I found great value in every one of the presentations. I am 

coming from an educational background and working relationship

with China, but the contributions of each individual added

insights and new knowledge that I know will benefit the work 

I do….

— K athy  Joh n s on, CIDE, University of Minnesota

1
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Noelle Biesterfeld
Development Manager

Catherine Born
Deputy Director

Robin Bragge
K — 12 Education Program Manager

Carol Engebretson Byrne
Executive Director

Sue Kmetz
Accounting Manager

Naomi Loper
International Visiting Professionals 
Program Manager

Angela McLaughlin
Special Events Program Manager

Edita Nichols
Event Registration/Intern Coordinator

Bill Rogers
Consultant

David Rosenbloom
Membership Database Manager

Lynda Salway
Administrative Associate

Carol Steinberg
Community Programs Manager

Jennifer Thorvig
Executive Office Manager

Current MIC Staff As of October 1, 2003
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MIC — A World Affairs Council would like to thank…

Copywriter: Kathe Stanton, Quid Pro Quote

Designer: Sean Zindren, Zindren Design, Inc.

Photographer: Craig Bares, Bares Photography

MIC has 501(c)(3) status and meets Minnesota Charities Review Council Standards

Minnesota International Center

711 East River Road

Minneapolis, MN 55455

Tel: 612.625.4421

Fax: 612.624.1984

www.micglobe.org


