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Media Alert

Fairmont Students Prepare for Life in the Global Community
Minnesota International Center’s representatives from 20 countries are visiting Fairmont’s elementary and high school classrooms to introduce students to world cultures, face-to-face 

	What: 
	World Cultures Day at Five Lakes and William Budd Elementary and Fairmont Junior/Senior High Schools 

A series of cultural showcases, sponsored by the Minnesota International Center, to introduce students to world cultures, face-to-face. 

	When: 
	Sunday, January 9 – Tuesday, January 11, 2011 

Sunday, 5:00 P: Performance by Azucar Negro group and presentation on Pakistan’s role in the global community by Ishfaq Ahmed at Red Rock Center for the Arts

Monday, 8:40 A – 2:00 P: Presentations at Five Lakes Elementary
Tuesday, 8:00 A – 2:00 P: Presentations at Fairmont Junior/Senior High Schools and William Budd Elementary

	Highlights:
	- Performance by Azucar Negro group  -  Eliezer Freitas Santos, born in El Salvador Bay, Brazil, and Geri Jerez, born in Santiago, Dominican Republic, will perform traditional Brazilian and Afro Latin American songs, demonstrating the influences of their respective ethnic backgrounds on the varied culture of Afro Latin rhythms.  

Eliezer Freitas Santos is a teacher of traditional Brazilian and Afro Latin American rhythm and Brazilian percussion at the University of Minnesota. He has worked with the Children Company of Afro-Brazilian Theatre at the University of Minnesota. 

Geri Jerez is a tropical singer in areas of salsa, merengue and cumbia.  She has been working with the group "Yenyere" a traditional Puertorrican percussion and currently is working with the Jabbok Family Service as a coordinator of the elementary school youth.   

- Presentation by Ishfaq Ahmed, “Pakistan’s role in the Global Community”
Pakistan, officially the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, is a country in South Asia. The region forming modern Pakistan was the site of several ancient cultures including the neolithic Mehrgarh and the bronze era Indus Valley Civilization. It is an ethnically and linguistically diverse country. Pakistan's history has been characterized by periods of military rule, political instability and conflicts with neighboring India. Today, the country faces challenging problems including poverty, illiteracy, corruption and terrorism. Ishfaq Ahmed, a fellow of the Humphrey Fellowship Program at the Humphrey School of Public Affairs at the University of Minnesota, will present his perspective on Pakistan’s current political, socio-economic and general societal issues and its role in the world community. 

Ishfaq is a police officer back in Pakistan and has a Master’s degree in human rights from London School of Political Science and Economics. He is now pursuing a Master’s degree in Public Affairs at the U of M Humphrey School of Public Affairs. He likes to travel and socialize with people. He speaks English, Urdu and Pushto.            

- Students learn about daily life in other cultures, meeting face-to-face with more than 34 international representatives from China, Colombia, France, India, Kenya, Pakistan, Poland, Viet Nam, Mongolia, Cameroon, Nicaragua, Panama, Mexico, Germany, Guatemala, Ukraine, Russia, the Philippines, Turkey and Armenia.

- International guests rotate throughout classrooms in the schools, showing their traditional dress, artifacts and colorful cultural showcases. 

- The international speakers will be hosted for overnight stays at the homes of Fairmont families, will meet Mayor Randy Quiring, and visit the Pioneer Museum.

more on next page >

	Details:
	The Minnesota International Center (MIC) believes that if the world can be personalized to young people, they will become more aware and informed about world cultures. 

World Cultures Day is part of MIC’s statewide effort to provide the schoolchildren of Minnesota with opportunities to interact with people from other cultures. MIC aims to awaken the children’s curiosity and increase their cultural competency so they can successfully participate in our multicultural community.

Each student receives a “passport,” stamped by international guests from each country, which serves as a reminder of the day’s experiences and multicultural purpose. 

Each of MIC’s four program areas endeavors to organize and facilitate learning experiences for children and adults alike.  Activities range from formal lectures to small group discussions to mealtime conversation, and occur on-site in K-12 classrooms, the workplace, homes and the community. In the 2009-2010 school year, 113 speakers from 48 countries made 1,179 presentations to approximately 34,000 students. Visit micglobe.org/ourworld.

	Comments:

(from some of past speakers)


	“Being in Fairmont and interacting with local students created an unforgettable experience for all of us. Your students give us a chance to become the best ambassadors of our nations. What else is world peace about other than listening to one another regardless of our beliefs.” (Juan Pablo, Nicaragua)

“Most amazing experience – the vigor and interest with which students approached our visits are truly gratifying. We’re pleased to be able to share a piece of our world with the local students and learn about their life in Southern Minnesota.” (Vien, Viet Nam)

“The greatest reward came from the enthusiasm of the students and their teachers.” (Reem, United Arab Emirates)

	Notes:
	News photography and filming at the event permitted. 
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  Funded in part by the Education Minnesota Foundation and 3M Company  [image: image2.jpg]



Additionally sponsored by
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Acclaimed as a national model for world affairs programs, the Minnesota International Center (MIC) inspires 

the Minnesota community to understand global issues and cultures in an ever changing world. 

In 2006, MIC was awarded the Carol Marquis Award for Excellence in School Programs 

by the World Affairs Councils of America. Find out more at www.micglobe.org.
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