
 

 

   Meet the Presenter:  
   Thomas Hanson 

    
      
     

 
Thomas Hanson is a former career 
Foreign Service Officer.  While 
with the U.S. State Department 
from 1973 to 1994, his foreign 
postings included East Germany,
France, Norway, the Soviet Union, 
Sweden and the former Soviet 
Republic of Georgia. He also 
assisted with opening embassies
in Mongolia an

 

 
d Estonia.  

 
Prior to this, he worked on the  
Foreign Relations Committees of 

the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives. Mr. Hanson has 
also served as Director for NATO and European Affairs at the 
Atlantic Council of the United States in Washington, D.C.   
 
Mr. Hanson holds Master’s degrees from the Fletcher School of 
Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University, the Geneva Institute of 
Advanced International Studies in Switzerland, and the National 
School of Administration in Paris, France. He has a B.A. in 
International Relations from the University of Minnesota.  
 
Mr. Hanson currently serves as Program Secretary of the St. 
Paul-Minneapolis Committee on Foreign Relations and as a 
volunteer consultant with MIC’s Great Decisions program. 
Recently he was a presenter for MPR’s In the Loop program on 
Diplomacy. He speaks frequently to Great Decisions discussion 
groups throughout the state and is known for his outstanding 
ability to describe foreign policy development in a historical 
context.    
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